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1953

The Fabrication and Storage Facility was completed in 1953, in the midst of the Hanford Site's second major expansion program, the primary goal of which was to double the plutonium 
production rate.  A corollary goal was to produce the plutonium more efficiently, thereby lowering the per-unit cost.  One of the early major uses for the 2101-M Building was to house 
production operations for graphite for the Physical Constants Test Reactor and Thermal Test Reactor.  Located in the 305-B facility, these reactors were both designed to allow Hanford 
Site scientists to accumulate more information about the characteristics of graphite reactors, with an eye toward subsequently improving them and bringing down the costs of 
operations.  The graphite was machined in the Pre-shop and Fabrication Shop areas, a process which included drilling vertical and horizontal holes in the graphite to accommodate the 
insertion of control and fuel rods respectively, and cutting it to the proper lengths.

(Please see continuation sheet)

Located in the south-central 200 East Area, 2101-M is a one-story, irregularly-shaped building served by a rail spur on its western edge.  Its steel frame and prefabricated fluted steel 
panel walls rest on a concrete foundation.  The roof is covered with built-up asphalt.  Most of the roof is flat, but the portion over the northeastern (mock-up) wing is gabled.  The 
building's size is approximately 157,000 square feet.

The western elevation of the building has five metal sliding unloading doors, each of which measure approximately 7 feet, 9 inches high by 7 feet, 7 inches wide.  The bottoms of the 
doors match up with railroad car door height.  The loading dock at the northwest corner has large overhead metal roll-up doors which accommodate truck deliveries.  There are also 
truck entrances with overhead metal roll-up doors at the southwest corner of the building, and on the western elevation of the southern wing.  The north elevation has two large 
overhead metal roll-up doors providing access to the mock-up wing, and into the central portion, and three pedestrian entrances.  The southern and change room wings each have a 
pedestrian door leading into a central corridor.  There are no windows, except those found in some of the doors.  The western portion was originally used mainly for warehouse purposes 
and the eastern section mainly for fabrication purposes.
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